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                                            Form N-648: Certification for Disability Exceptions

At last the tax period, the most challenging time of the year for most Americans, is over. Despite all the blood, sweat and tears of the US citizens who completed their numerous tax forms and declarations, a lot of immigrants want to have the same exciting experience and proudly call themselves Americans. This blog post will be useful for those who want to start the naturalization process.

An individual has to meet certain requirements to apply for US citizenship. The information about general requirements for naturalization can be found on the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) site. Among all the common requirements, the applicants must speak and write basic English and know the most important milestones in the history of the country: these requirements are known as English and civics requirements. There is an exception to every rule though. If the applicant doesn’t meet English and/or civics requirements due to a health disability, they can use Form N-648, Certification for Disability Exceptions.

Who needs Form N-648?

The certification is for individuals who want to apply for US naturalization but don’t meet certain requirements connected with the ability to speak and write English and demonstrate knowledge of the history of the country due to a health problem, either mental or physical. The health condition should be certified by a doctor licensed in the US.

What is the purpose of Form N-648?

The main purpose of Form N-648 is to certify the disability condition of the individual who is applying for US citizenship. The certificate contains detailed information about the applicant, the physician who certifies the disability, a detailed description of the health condition, etc. The certification is an essential part of the Application for Naturalization and is used to make a decision on the immigrant’s case.

When is Form N-648 due?

The Medical Certification is completed and filed together with Form N-400. The estimated time for filling out and certifying the form is one hour.

What information should be provided in Form N-648?

The form has three parts for completion:

	The first part contains information about the applicant including name, address, gender, and date of birth.
	The second part contains information about the medical professional who certified the disability including name, address, license number, licensing state, email, and type of medical practice.
	The third part is aimed at providing a detailed description of the applicant’s disability. Here the physician has to write down the clinical diagnosis, basic information about the disability and reasons of this condition, and information about the examination. The doctor also has to certify that the applicant’s disability lasts for twelve months or more (that is one of the main conditions for the exception) and affects their ability to demonstrate knowledge of United States history and the English language.


The form must be certified by the medical professional and the interpreter.

The applicant authorizes the licensed medical doctor to release the information provided in the form to USCIS by adding their signature.

Where do I send Form N-648 after its completion?

The certified Form N-648 is filed with the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services together with the Application for Naturalization.
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