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                                            If you administer a foundation and are unclear about which IRS forms you should be reporting with, Form 990 or 990-PF, this short review may be of some use.

First of all, what is a foundation?

A foundation (also a charitable foundation) is a legal categorization of nonprofit organizations that will typically either donate funds and support to other organizations, or provide the source of funding for its own charitable purposes.

So what is the difference between a private foundation and a public foundation?

A private foundation derives its money from a family, an individual, or a corporation – like the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. In contrast, a grant-making public foundation – such as the Boston Foundation – derives its support from diverse sources, which may include foundations, individuals, and government agencies.

 As an exempt organization, which form do I use for my annual filing to the IRS?

While public foundations file Form 990 like other public charities, private foundations file Form 990-PF.  These filings are public documents and have valuable information about an organization’s finances, trustees and officers, and, most importantly, a complete list of grants awarded for the specified fiscal year.

For more information on the filing requirements of the private foundation, check out the IRS’s website on the Life Cycle of a Private Foundation. You can also click here to get started filling out your form 990 PF with PDFfiller.

 



 

Complete and send Form 990 PF using PDFfiller’s advanced online service.

Get a 30-day free trial


                    
                    
                                                    
                                
                                    Leave comment
                                
                            


                            


                        
                        
                            Tags: 990 pf990 pf formform 990pfGates Foundationirs 990 pfirs form 990 pfirs form reportingprivate foundationpublic foundation                        

                        
                            Related resources

                            	
                                        
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            Transform Your Document Workflows with pdfFiller on AWS Marketplace
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            Using pdfFiller’s API To Annotate PDFs
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            All You Need to Know About Form 940 Instructions and FUTA Tax Rate 2023
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            How pdfFiller Wins Against Adobe, PandaDoc, and Formstack: Message Direct’s Journey to Efficiency
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            Top 10 IRS Forms List US Taxpayers Need to Know About
                                        
                                    
	
                                        
                                              
                                                
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                  
                                                
                                              
                                            pdfFiller for Vallon Consulting: Assisting Compliance Consultants with Document Preparation
                                        
                                    


                        

                    

                

                
                    
                                                
                            
                                Related resources

                                	
                                            
                              
                                
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                
                              
                                                Transform Your Document Workflows with pdfFiller on AWS Marketplace
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                              
                                
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                
                              
                                                Using pdfFiller’s API To Annotate PDFs
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                              
                                
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                
                              
                                                All You Need to Know About Form 940 Instructions and FUTA Tax Rate 2023
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                              
                                
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                
                              
                                                How pdfFiller Wins Against Adobe, PandaDoc, and Formstack: Message Direct’s Journey to Efficiency
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                              
                                
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                
                              
                                                Top 10 IRS Forms List US Taxpayers Need to Know About
                                            
                                        
	
                                            
                              
                                
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                  
                                
                              
                                                pdfFiller for Vallon Consulting: Assisting Compliance Consultants with Document Preparation
                                            
                                        


                            

                        

                    

                

            

        

    
        
        
            
    
        
            Sign up for our newsletter

            Get all the latest pdfFiller news directly to your email

        

        
            
                
                
                    
                        Enter your e-mail
                        
                    

                    
                        
                            Subscribe
                        
                    

                

                
                    By clicking «Subscribe» you agree to the
                        Terms of Service
                    

                

            

        

    



        

    



  
    
      
        
          
            
          
        
        
          
            
          
          Thanks for your interest!

          We will get in touch with you as soon as possible.

        

      

    

  





    
        
            
                Solve all your PDF problems

                
                    
                        
                            Convert
                                                                                                & Compress
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Compress PDF
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    PDF Converter
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    OCR PDF
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Add image to PDF
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Edit scanned PDF
                                
                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            Split
                                                                                       & Merge
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Split PDF
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Merge PDF
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Combine & Reorder
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Extract Pages
                                
                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            Convert from PDF
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    PDF to Word
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    PDF to Excel
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    PDF to PPT
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    PDF to JPG
                                
                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            View
                                                                                                    & Edit
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Edit PDF
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Delete Pages
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Rotate PDF
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    PDF Reader
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Edit & Fill
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Page Numbering
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Watermark
                                
                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            Convert to PDF
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Word to PDF
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Excel to PDF
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    PPT to PDF
                                
                            

                        

                    

                    
                        
                            Sign
                                                                                              & Security
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    eSign PDF
                                
                                
                                    
                                        

                                    

                                    Protect PDF
                                
                            

                        

                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        

                        Convert & Compress
                    

                    
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Compress PDF
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            PDF Converter
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            OCR PDF
                        
                    

                

                
                    
                        

                        Split & Merge
                    

                    
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Split PDF
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Merge PDF
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Combine & Reorder
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Extract Pages
                        
                    

                

                
                    
                        

                        Convert from PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            PDF to Word
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            PDF to Excel
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            PDF to PPT
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            PDF to JPG
                        
                    

                

                
                    
                        

                        View & Edit
                    

                    
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Edit PDF
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Delete Pages
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Rotate PDF
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            PDF Reader
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Edit & Fill
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Page Numbering
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Watermark
                        
                    

                

                
                    
                        

                        Convert to PDF
                    

                    
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Word to PDF
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Excel to PDF
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            PPT to PDF
                        
                    

                

                
                    
                        

                        Sign & Security
                    

                    
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            eSign PDF
                        
                        
                            
                                

                            

                            Protect PDF
                        
                    

                

            

        

        
            
                
                    
                        Features
                    

                    	
                            About Us
                            
                        
	
                            Leadership
                            
                        
	
                            Blog
                            
                        
	
                            Customer Stories
                            
                        
	
                            Contact Us
                            
                        
	
                            Terms of Service
                            
                        
	
                            UPDATED Privacy Notice
                            
                        
	
                            GDPR Compliance
                            
                        
	
                            User Reviews
                            
                        
	
                            Become a partner
                            
                        
	
                            Affiliate program
                            
                        
	
                            Tax Guide
                            
                        
	
                            Release Notes
                            
                        
	
                            HIPAA Compliance
                            
                        
	
                            Security
                            
                        


                    
                        
                            Free Resources
                        

                        	
                                Electronic Signature
                                
                            
	
                                Legal Documents Online
                                
                            
	
                                SellMyForms.com
                                
                            
	
                                airSlate workflows
                                
                            


                    

                

                
                    
                        Forms Library
                    

                    	
                            Top 100 Forms
                            
                        
	
                            PDF Search Engine
                            
                        
	
                            A-Z Listing of Forms
                            
                        
	
                            Forms Catalog
                            
                        
	
                            Document Catalog
                            
                        
	
                            Medical Forms
                            
                        
	
                            Legal Catalog
                            
                        
	
                            Excel Catalog
                            
                        
	
                            IRS Tax Forms
                            
                        
	
                            Popular Search
                            
                        
	
                            W-2 Form
                            
                            W9
                            
                        
	
                            Form 1099-MISC
                            
                        
	
                            DS11
                            DS82
                            1096
                            
                        
	
                            Tax Calendar
                            
                        
	
                            Document Templates
                            
                        


                    
                        
                            Support
                            
                        

                        	
                                FAQ
                                
                            
	
                                Tutorial Videos
                                
                            
	
                                Pricing
                                
                            
	
                                DMCA
                                
                            
	
                                Academy
                                
                            


                    

                

                
                    
                        Functions
                    

                    	
                            LinkToFill
                            
                        
	
                            SendToSign
                            
                        
	
                            Document Management
                            
                        


                    
                        Comparison
                    

                    	
                            Adobe Acrobat Alternative
                            
                        
	
                            DocStoc is Shutting Down
                            
                        


                    
                        Integrations
                    

                    	
                            Salesforce
                            
                        
	
                            Dynamics
                            
                        
	
                            Zapier
                            
                        


                    
                        
                            Developers
                        

                        	
                                Get Started
                                
                            
	
                                API documentation
                                
                            
	
                                API pricing
                                
                            


                    

                

                
                    
                        
                            Support
                            
                        

                        	
                                FAQ
                                
                            
	
                                Tutorial Videos
                                
                            
	
                                Pricing
                                
                            
	
                                DMCA
                                
                            
	
                                Academy
                                
                            


                    

                    
                        For Business
                    

                    	
                            Insurance
                            
                        
	
                            Medical
                            
                        
	
                            Real Estate
                            
                        
	
                            Human Resources
                            
                        
	
                            Tax & Finance
                            
                        
	
                            Legal
                            
                        


                    
                        Mobile App

                        	
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                
                            


                    

                

                
                    
                        Developers
                        
                    

                    	
                            Get Started
                            
                        
	
                            API documentation
                            
                        
	
                            API pricing
                            
                        


                    
                        Free Resources
                    

                    	
                            Electronic Signature
                            
                        
	
                            Legal Documents Online
                            
                        
	
                            SellMyForms.com
                            
                        
	
                            airSlate workflows
                            
                        
	
                            airSlate PDF
                            
                        


                

                
                    
                        Desktop App

                        	
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                
                            


                    

                    
                        Mobile App

                        	
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                        
                                    
                                
                            


                    

                    2024 © airSlate, Inc. All rights reserved.

                    
                        Your use of this site is subject to Terms of Service
                        
                        and
                        UPDATED Privacy Notice
                        
                    

                

            

        

        
            
                	
                        Terms of Service
                        
                    
	
                        PDF Search Engine
                        
                    
	
                        Privacy Policy
                        
                    
	
                        Top 100 Forms
                        
                    
	
                        GDPR Compliance
                        
                    
	
                        Forms Catalog
                        
                    
	
                        About Us
                        
                    
	
                        Blog
                        
                    
	
                        User Reviews
                        
                    


                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                            
                        
                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                
                            
                    
                

                2024 © airSlate, Inc. All rights reserved.

                
                    Your use of this site is subject to Terms of Service
                    
                    and
                    Privacy Policy
                    
                

            

        

    






    
        
            

        

        
            
                
                    Home
                

                
                    For Business

                    
                        
                            Medical
                            
                        

                        
                            Insurance
                            
                        

                        
                            Real Estate
                            
                        

                        
                            Tax &
                                                                                            Finance
                            
                        

                        
                            See All
                        

                    

                

                
                    Developers

                    
                        
                            Get Started
                            
                        

                        
                            API Documentation
                            
                        

                        
                            API Pricing
                            
                        

                        
                            Integrations
                            
                        

                    

                

                
                    Features
                    
                

                
                    Support
                    
                

                
                    Pricing
                

                
                    Log in
                    
                

            

        

        
            
                Log in
            

            Don’t have an account? Get Started
                
            

        

    













